ENGL104 Unit 2 DB 
Sample Introduction

When Marnie was in high school, going to college was never really an option she took seriously; however, as a young working mother, she began to realize college was her best chance of improving her family’s future. Marnie was attracted to the flexibility of online programs, so she found a program she liked and signed up.  In doing so, she became a college student for the first time, joining millions of other students choosing to pursue college without following the traditional time line.  For online students like Marnie, it is important to realize that what it takes to succeed as an online student is not always the same as for a ground campus student. In order to be successful, online learners must build and use a support system, exhibit strong time management skills, and seek out connections between coursework and possible future applications.	Comment by Carrie Wandler: The Hook:
This is the first sentence (or two) of the introduction, designed to get readers interested in your topic. 
You can use any of the following for your hook:
An anecdote or short story
A rhetorical question
An interesting fact or observation	Comment by Carrie Wandler: Background:
You provide relevant background information to help your reader understand the thesis that you are about to introduce.
You can use any of the following to provide background information: 
Define any terms that are important to your thesis that a reader may be unfamiliar with
Demonstrate why this topic is relevant; who does it affect? Why is it important that readers be informed about this topic?
If the topic has several components, here is where you can describe them and how they fit together.	Comment by Carrie Wandler: Thesis Statement:
The thesis comes as the last sentence in the introduction paragraph. The thesis must do two things:
Identify the topic 
Name the three components (characteristics, qualities, and habits) that you will focus on in the body paragraphs.

